
KPA Home Page  |  KPA Home Study Library  |  KPF Home Page  |  Upcoming Events  |  Classified Ads

We hope you enjoy our KPA & KPF 1st Quarter E-Newsletter where we highlight what psychologists are working on and thinking about
across Kentucky. If you are interested in submitting an article, please email our Newsletter Editor

Chris Dewhurst, Psy.D. at chrisjdewhurst@gmail.com.
 

 As we move into 2024 we will have new members serving our on boards,
please click here to see the full 2024 KPA Board of Directors. 

FEBRUARY 2024

REGISTRATION ENDS TODAY!!!!

Eric Russ, PhD

A Note from the Executive Director 

KPA’s advocacy team has been very busy since January 1st. Much of this

newsletter will be dedicated to information around KPA’s advocacy efforts

during the legislative session. I want to start here with thinking about WHY

psychologists should be advocates. We live in a world shaped by legislative

policy. As psychologists, we are of course focused on issues concerning our

licensure and scope of practice. The work psychologists are allowed to do

and what protections exist against other professions infringing on that work

is a matter of policy. There are again bills this year that continue to threaten

confidentiality for those working with LGBTQ+ youth in schools.  Having a

strong voice in Frankfort is critical to protecting that and making changes,

like we are working to do for our Master’s colleagues with HB35.

Click here to read the full article

A.J. Steele, PsyD, LCADC, TPS 

Welcome to the New Year

The year is off and running, like many of you, I imagine! Thanks for taking a

moment to read KPA’s 2024 1st Quarterly Newsletter. I am excited to start my

new role as President for KPA. I have been a member since beginning my

Spalding University graduate days in 1995. Our Association is one of the

strongest state chapters of APA and this is due to the dedication and passion

of our previous leaders and members. I am honored to have the opportunity

to continue their tremendous legacy.

Click here to read the full article

Laurie Mount Grimes,

PhD, MPH 

Frankfort Updates

At this writing, we are one month and 630 bills into the 2024 General

Assembly session. KPA is currently tracking over 90 bills, with these

garnering the most attention so far:

SUPPORT

HB 35 – the psychology bill that will amend our licensure law so that

master’s level providers can pursue independent licensure after 2 years of

supervision rather than 5, and extends the initial application grace period

from 60 to 180 days. Rep. Lisa Willner filed the bill and we are waiting for it to

be heard in the Licensing & Occupations Committee. Legislators on both

sides of the aisle have expressed support.

Click here to read the full article

UPCOMING EVENTS

Click to register!
Click to register!

Sarah Burress

Courtney Keim, PhD

Introducing KPF’s Nonprofit Wellness Initiative

We are thrilled to unveil KPF’s new program the Nonprofit Wellness

Initiative (NPWI), designed to support and uplift the nonprofit sector

across the Commonwealth of Kentucky, and specifically tailored to

address the well-being of nonprofit leaders and their dedicated staff

members.

 

At the heart of the NPWI is a recognition of the invaluable contributions

made by nonprofit organizations in our communities. These

organizations, driven by passion and purpose, tackle some of society's

most pressing issues, from healthcare to education, social justice, and

beyond. However, this dedication often comes at a cost, with nonprofit

professionals facing unique challenges and stressors that can lead to

burnout and fatigue.

Click here to read more

The Kentucky Psychology Student Conference planning committee hopes to support

a collaborative research exchange among all psychologists in the state. We look forward

to graduate and undergraduate students across all areas of psychology presenting their

research to their colleagues, professors, and our clinical and applied psychology

community . We encourage poster submissions representing a broad range of

psychological inquiries. Any area of psychology is welcome! The deadline to enter the

poster competition is Friday, March 29th, 2024 - enter today!

Click here for additional information & to register today!

Cay Shawler, MS

Legislative Committee Update

The Legislative Committee (LC) has finalized the Legislative Priorities for the

2024 Legislative Session. Laurie Mount Grimes, PhD, is the KPA lobbyist and

will be leading the efforts again this year. Eric Russ, PhD, will also be

available to testify as needed on issues of priority. 

 
This session bills will not be prefiled. This makes it more difficult to know

what is proposed and when it could be heard. We will be monitoring bills on

a daily basis and the LC will meet weekly starting in January. We will

evaluate the bills and follow them on a tracker sheet as to our support or

opposition. 

Click here to read the full article

Rachel Buehner, PhD

Is Virtual School The Answer? 

Helping Our Clients Manage Social Anxiety,

School Avoidance, and School Choice

Hoping to offer parents autonomy over students’ learning, Oldham County

Public Schools recently invited district families to submit feedback regarding

a possible all-virtual learning option for OCPS students. Jefferson County and

other larger districts in Kentucky have offered similar all-virtual programs for

several years, even prior to the COVID-19 pandemic. In my clinical work, I’ve

encountered parents who feel that virtual learning is a better option for their

anxious child, or for a child who might have dealt with bullying or other

interpersonal stressors. Parents who contend with their child’s school anxiety

often feel that moving to a virtual option might potentially alleviate a

family’s biggest stressor. 

Click here to read the full article

Sheila A. Schuster, PhD

Why Advocacy? Why Public Policy? Why

Political Giving? Lessons from an Old

Psychologist

Frankfort will happen – whether YOU are there or not…

And what happens in Frankfort affects YOU!

138 legislators–only one of whom is a psychologist–will make decisions

that affect YOUR licensure & practice, YOUR clients, YOUR workplace,

YOUR family and YOUR community.

YOU can choose to be a victim of the system or YOU can choose to

influence the system. It is a crucial time to be involved!

 
As many of you know, I have been going to Frankfort to advocate for

psychology, for Kentuckians with behavioral health disorders, disabilities, and

lack of access to health care for over 40 years.  During that time, I have done

hundreds of presentations on advocacy to a wide variety of audiences.  And

in each of those, I try to explain to the audience why it is important to be

involved and active in what goes on in Frankfort…not to sit on the sidelines,

but to get into the action.

Click here to read the full article

Navigating the Intersection of Artificial Intelligence and Psychology

Maggie Richardson, University of Kentucky, Tiarra Abell, University of Louisville, & SK McCurry, University of

Kentucky - KPA Ethics Graduate Students

Introduction

While still considered an emerging technology, artificial intelligence (AI) has already globally impacted people

and industry (Crowder & Friess, 2012). From student use of AI essay-writing software to the ethical standards

AI may fall under to AI-based therapy services, AI is now a discussion that reaches all branches of psychology

(Fiske et al., 2019). How is AI currently relevant to psychology, what does its rapid advancement mean for our

field, and what are the ethical considerations surrounding its use? This article will explore the role AI is

currently playing in the advancement and implementation of psychological study and practice, as well as

what AI has been previously used for and what it may soon modify for us. 

Click here to read the full article
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We want to make sure that you are receiving the the emails you want, please check your spam.

Also, We are doing our best to monitor our own spam emails if you don't hear from us in 3 business days, please reach out by phone.

Questions, Concerns, Comments?
You can reach out to us via email at kpa@kpa.org or give us a
call at 502-894-0777.
 
Be sure to follow us on all our social platforms: Facebook,
Twitter, & Instagram
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